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Leaks force CBSE retest

STUDENTS BEAR BRUNT Class 10 math, Class 12 eco exams to be held again; internal inquiry, police probe ordered

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: All1.7million students
of Class 10 who took the mathe-
matics exam conducted by the
Central Board of Secondary Edu-
cation (CBSE) on March 28, and
all 500,000 students of Class
12 whotook the economics exam
of the same board on March 26,
willhave to take them again, after
the board admitted on Wednes-
day that the question papershad
leaked before the exams.

The board said it would
announce thedatesfor theretest
withinaweek, butasenior board
official speaking on condition of
anonymity said they would hap-
penafter April 13, when the Class
10and Class 12 examsend.

Thisisperhapsthefirsttimein
the board’s history that such
wholesaleretestsare happening.
There have been retests in the
past, but these have been
restricted toafew centres.

The leak of the economics
paper came to light while the
exam was goingon, officials said,
while ahandwritten mathemat-
icspaper with the same questions
as the CBSE question paper has
been in circulation on social
media outlets since Monday.
Boththe casesare underinvesti-

Deadline to link
Aadhaar to welfare
schemes extended

HT Correspondent

TESTING TIMES FOR STUDENTS

REASON FOR GOVERNMENT'S | NOT THE FIRST

CANCELLATION RESPONSE TIME 1'7 I
Ahandwritten note with  The minister saidagang A similar incident

the same questions as was responsible for the occurred on March 15 Class 10 students who
the CBSE question leaks. An internal probe when some students took the math exam
papers was found and a Delhi Police said they purportedly

circulating on WhatsApp  investigation have received copies of the

before the exams. HRD been launched, he (BSE Accountancy

minister Prakash said. "We are devising a paper on WhatsApp ]

Javadekar said the issue new system from hours before the exam.
was reported from few Monday which will be There was no
schools in Delhi. leak-proof confirmation of leaks.

Class 12 students who
took the economics exam

Dates for the re-examination of the two papers will be posted on the CBSE website within a

week. Javadekar said the Cabinet had approved for the National Testing Agency to come into
effect from next year and it will ensure leak-proof examinations

gation, CBSE officials said.
“The board has taken cogni-
sance of certain happenings in
the conduct of certain examina-
tionsasarebeingreported. With
theview toupholding the sanctity
ofthe Board examinationsandin
theinterest of the fairness to the
students, theboard has decided to
reconduct the examinations,”
CBSE saidinastatement.
Atapress conference later in
the day, Union human resource
development (HRD) minister

Prakash Javadekar said themat-
ter of paper leaks is being “seri-
ously” looked into. The ministry
has initiated aninternalinvesti-
gationintothematter. Toensure
there is no “leakage” of papers,
the sanctity of the question
papers will be protected with the
use of technology across the
country, the minister promised.
“Seems someorganised gangsare
doing it [leak] deliberately. We
aresure whosoeverisdoingit will
beidentified and nabbed soon. We

Bridge course off, exit
test stays in NMC bill

RhythmaKaul

. com

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government on
Wednesday extended till June 30
the deadline forlinking Aadhaar
numbers with welfare schemes
inwhich benefits are transferred
tocitizens from the Consolidated
Fund of India.
Anofficememorandum of the
ministry of electronics and infor-
mation technology, issued on
December 7 last year, said the
linking must be done by March
31. The fresh memorandum on
Wednesday referred to the ear-
lier order and said the deadline
now may be read as June 30.
FULL REPORT »P10

NEW DELHI: The Union cabinet
dropped a controversial clause
but retained another from the
national medical commission
bill, which was sent back to the
government after protests
across the country earlier this
year.

The provision that was
deletedrelated toabridge course
that would have allowed practi-
tioners of alternative medicine
to pursue basic allopath. What
hasbeenretained is the planfor
anew exit test — the National
Licentiate Exam (NLE) — that
will be mandatory for graduate
students before they are quali-

fied to see patients.

“Wehave keptit the way stu-
dents wanted; there was noprob-
lem with the exitexam only that
students wanted it t be clubbed
with thefinal MBBS exam. Since
people had a problem with the
bridge course, it has been
removed,” said Preeti Sudan,
heath secretary.

Amongother things, the Cabi-
netalsoapproved feeregulation
for50% seatsin private medical
colleges and deemed universi-
ties. The number of nominees
from states and UTs in the
National Medical Commission
hasalsoincreased fromthreeto
six.

CONTINUEDONP9
KEY AMENDMENTS »P13

Electricity to get cheaper for
households consuming more

Sweta Gosw.
= sweta uoswam\@hmduaant\mes com

NEW DELHI: Residents of the
national Capital could find a dip
in their electricity bills from
April 1 as the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission (DERC)
on Wednesday restructured its
tarifforderfor2018-19 with three
changes, making it more con-
sumptiondriven.

But those with low consump-
tion are unlikely to see any
changesin their bills.

The power regulatorincreased
fixed charges for every con-
sumer, but brought down the
energy cost or charge. It also
revised thesurcharge from3.7%
t03.8%, which goes towards pay-
ingpension to former employees
of power utilities. Thereduction
in energy charge is likely to
reduce a consumer’s power bill,
especially during the summer
when electricity demand peaks.

Delhi power minister Satyen-
dar Jain promised that no con-
sumer will have to pay extra for

Indian time to soon

e truly standardised
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power. “The new tariff will
reduce electricity bills of every
consumer by 7% to8% onanaver-
age,” hesaid.

Fixed charge,apartofthebill,
isthe costaconsumer hastopay
even if the person does not use
any unit of power. DERC
increased thissignificantlyin the
range ofX105t03150. Forinstance,
those who used to pay only 320 a
month for one kilowatt (kW) of
power forasanctionedload of up
to 2kW will have to pay 3125.

CONTINUEDONP8

havealsodecided totighten secu-
rity for the time when papersare
beingdistributed.”

The minister said Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi had called
him after the reports emerged.

The Delhipolice crime branch
onTuesday and Wednesdayreg-
istered two FIRs to probe the
leaks; the one on Tuesday con-
cerned theleak of theeconomics
paper, and the one on Wednesday
the mathematics paper.

CONTINUEDONP9

Cong could lose
three-decade grip
over RS deputy
chairperson post

HT Correspondent
= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: When Rajya Sabha dep-
uty chairperson PJ Kurien
retiresin July this year, the Con-
gress may lose the prestigious
postafter4lyears.

Since 1977, when Congress
leader Ram Niwas Mirdhaoccu-
pied the position, all deputy
chairpersons have been nomi-
nees from the Congress. The
trend continued even after the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s Bhai-
ron Singh Shekhawat in 2002
became thefirst BJP politician to
beelected vice president, accord-
ingtoparliamentaryrecords.The
vice president also serves as
Rajya Sabha chairperson.

“The Speaker and the Deputy
Speaker in Lok Sabha and the
postofthe Chairpersonisalready
outofthe Congresshands. There
isadistinct possibility that after
July, the deputy chairperson in
Rajya Sabha will also see a non-
Congress MP. For thefirst timein
thehistory of Parliament, the top
four positions in the House may
not have a Congress nominee,”
saidasenior BJPleaderon condi-
tion of anonymity.

The nomination for Kurien’s
successor, however, can be a
tricky process as the ruling
National Democratic Alliance
doesn’thave thenumberstopush
itsnominee for that position.

CONTINUEDONPS8

ika Vyawaha
= malavika.vyawahare@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: India is seeking to
legalise “Indian Standard
Time,” which meansall ser-
vice providersacross the
country will have to take
time from the National Physi-
cal Laboratory (NPL), the
official timekeeper of the
nation, asIndia becomes
more serious about security
and cautious about cyber-at-
tacks (both areas wherea
fraction of a second could be
critical).

Currently, for hundreds of
millions of Indians using Mic-

rosoft software or iPhones,
the time on their devicesis
likely sourced from Network
Time Protocol servers based
intheUS.

“It(the time) differs by one
to several seconds for users,
depending on whereitis
sourced from. In most cases,
thisisfrom the US-based
serversor GPS, whichisalso
aUS-owned technology,”
said Dinesh K Aswal,
director, NPL.

OnceIST becomeslegal,
users willnot be allowed to
useany other time other than
the time generated by NPL.

CONTINUEDONPS8

SSC: REMOTE
ACCESS USED
FOR CHEATING

Shiv Sunny and
Peeyush, wal ..
= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/GHAZIABAD:
Four men were arrested
fromnorth Delhi on
Tuesday for helpingjob-
seekers cheat the gov-
ernment’s Staff Selec-
tion Commission (SSC)
examinations
thisyear,accordingto
police who said the sus-
pectsused remote
accesssoftwareto
answer questions on
behalf of candidates dur-
ingthetest.

More than 631lakh
people applied this year
for the SSC, which is
used to carry out
recruitment of non-gaz-
etted stafffor central
ministries and subordi-
nate departments.

FULL REPORT »P3

GOVT ASKS FB IF
DATA OF INDIANS
WAS MISUSED

Jatin Gandhi and Vidhi Choudhary

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government on
Wednesday asked Facebook Inc
to clarify whether the company
or any of its associates or part-
ners thathasaccess touser data
hadengaged inthemanipulation
of elections,accordingtoastate-
ment issued by the ministry of
electronicsandIT.

The government release said
the ministry sent a letter to the
company askingwhat “proactive
measures are being taken to
ensure the safety, security and
privacy of such large user data
and to prevent its misuse by any
third party?” and whether the
personal data of Indian voters
was “compromised by Cam-
bridge Analytica” or any other
entity. Facebook hasbeen asked
to respond to the questions by
April 7.

The query comes against the
backdrop of revelations by a
whistleblower that CA had
accessed data of millions of users.

CONTINUEDONP9

Zuckerberg set to testify as
Facebook overhauls privacy

settings »P19

SC/ST Act order:

Centre will seek
top court review

Smriti Kak Ramachandran,
Aurangzeb Nagshbandi

NEW DELHI: The law ministry on
Wednesday cleared the ground
for the government to file a
review petition in the Supreme
Court against the apex court’s
decision to ban automatic
arrestsandregistration of crimi-
nal cases for suspected offences
against underprivileged com-
munities.

The law ministry’s advice
camehours after Prime Minister
Narendra Modimetadelegation
of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA)ministersand mem-
bers of Parliament who said
after the meeting that they had
been assured that the BJP-led
NDA government would stay at
the vanguard of efforts to uplift
the Dalits. Opposition members
led by Congress president Rahul
GandhimetPresident Ram Nath
Kovind on the same issue.

Earlier this month, the
Supreme Court banned auto-
maticarrests and registration of
criminal cases under the Sched-

NDA MINISTERS AND
MPs, INCLUDING THOSE
FROM THE BJP, MET PM
WHILE RAHUL GANDHI
LED ADELEGATION TO
MEET PRESIDENT

e e

uled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes Prevention of Atrocities
Act, 1989, a legislation meant to
protect the marginalised com-
munities from abuse and dis-
crimination.

It also held that a court can
grant anticipatory bail if it,
primafacie (atfirstsight), finds
the complaintis an abuse of the
law, false, motivated and
intended toblackmail or harass
aperson.

Thelawministry hasadvised
theministry of social justiceand
empowerment, thenodal minis-
try for executing development
measures to benefit margina-
lised communities, to file the
review petition, a law ministry
official said on condition of ano-
nymity.

CONTINUEDONPS8
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CRYPTIC CLUES

ACROSS
1 Get out of a tight situation (5,2)

4 Dreams about inspiring women (5)

7 Out-and-out row (4)

8 They will keep on watch in the ship (8)
10 One without a car needs a trip out (10)
12 Spot the dog is in free from danger (6)
13 Fashion design made one’s name (6)

15 Conjuring appears a fashionable career (10)

18 Story of the underground (8)

19 Wager about a pound (4)

20 One out of bed seen going upstairs (5)
21 | sorted out the ones with views (7)

DOWN
1 Abit of a dust-up (5)

2 Monk who founded an order on Scottish

mountain (8)

3 Depart agitatedly. It may explode! (6)

4 Chalice man spilt unthinking (10)
5 Looks up and down (4)

6 We object during pay out to hold up (7)

9 Moon starer? Perhaps (10)

11 To her lan may appear as a charmless
character (4-4)

12 The usual object of retirement (7)
14 Cat goes under piano in spring (6)
16 Records some music (5)

17 Gives us directions for Customs? (4)

PUZZLE 14942 © Gemini Crosswords 2012 All rights reserved
1 2 E] 4 5 6

QUICK CLUES

ACROSS
1 Come next after (7)
4 Black and blue (5)

8 Deep open crack in glacier

(4,2,4)
12 Empty (6)
13 Commit illegal act (6)
15 Campanologist (4-6)
18 Extreme wickedness (8)
19 Brawl (4)
20 Rapacious extortioner (5)
21 Kingfisher (7)

7 Separate piece of news (4)

10 Unsuspected character flaw

CRYPTIC

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS (14941)
QUICK

DOWN

1 Light sculling-boat (5)

2 Belief (8)

3 Frank (6)

(8) i 4 Romance (4,6)

5 Immense (4)

6 Strongly resisting change
(3-4)

9 Charlatan (10)

11 Contemptibly mean (8)

12 In relation to (3-1-3)

14 Settle conclusively (6)

16 A viscose textile fibre (5)

17 Small wingless jumping
insect (4)
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Warner, Smith

CA threw the book at Smith
and found him guilty of: having
knowledge of a potential plan to
attempt to artificially alter the
condition of the ball; failure to
take stepsto seek to prevent the
development and implementa-
tion of that plan; directing that
evidence of attempted tampering
be concealed on the field of play;
seeking to mislead match offi-
cialsand othersregarding Ban-

croft’s attempts to artificially
alter the condition of the ball;
and misleading public com-
ments regarding the nature,
extent and participants of the
plan. “In addition, all three will
be required to undertake 100
hours of voluntary service in
community cricket,” the state-
mentadded.

The BCCI was quick to
respond, and barred them from
this year’s IPL. “They (Cricket
Australia) have banned two

players and we are also barring
these two players from this
year’s IPL,” IPL chairman
Rajeev Shuklasaid.

CA also said Smith and Ban-
croft will not be considered for
team leadership positions until
one year after the end of their
ban, while Warner will never be
an option for captaincy role.

Chiefcoach Darren Lehmann,
however, was given a clean chit
after preliminary investiga-
tions.

SC/ST Act

Boththe BJPandits partners
inthe NDA and Opposition par-
ties have expressed concerns
over the SC’sjudgment, caution-
ingthatit would dilute the provi-
sions of the Act. BJP and NDA
MPs have said the judgment is
likely to hurt the party’s and coa-
lition’selectoral prospects. The
Opposition too has stepped up
pressure on the government to
seekareview ofthe courtorder.

Ram Vilas Paswan’s Lok Jan-
shakti Party (LJP)and Ramdas
Athawale’s Republican Party of
India (RPI), both partners ofthe
BJP, have previously
announced that they would file
review petitions in the apex
court.

LJP chief and consumer
affairs minister Ram Vilas Pas-
wan, who was a member of the
delegation that called on Modi,
said their concerns were heard
by the prime minister. The dele-
gation also raised demands for
implementing caste-based quo-
tasintheprivate sectorandres-
ervationsfor promotionsingov-
ernmentjobs, he said.The dele-
gation was led by social justice
and empowerment minister
Thawar Chand Gehlot . A sepa-
rate delegation of the National
Commission for Scheduled
Castes led by Ram Shankar
Katheria and Opposition mem-
bers led by Rahul Gandhi met
President Kovind to raise the
issue of the apex court’s judg-
ment.

Katheria said he conveyed to
the President that theimplemen-
tation of the SC order would
escalate discrimination against
the Dalits.

Inamemorandum submitted
tothePresident, the Opposition
said: “Thereis great uneaseand
a feeling of insecurity amongst
the members of Dalit community
and other oppressed classes after
the Supreme Court judgement
was delivered. If immediate
steps are not taken by the gov-
ernment, then, we are afraid,
thismay turn into somethingnot
lessthan anational disaster”.

Givingdetails of the meeting,
Gandhi told journalists:: “We
met the President over the dilu-
tionofthe SC/ST Act. Wegavea
representation.  Atrocities
against Dalitsareincreasingand
the Act is being weakened. The
President was quite positiveand
supportive.”

.
Time

“When it comes to security,
including defence and cyber
security, ATM and online trans-
actions, even seconds make a dif-
ference,” Ashish Agarwal,asci-
entistat NPL, said.

India’s Legal Metrology Act,
2009, which provides for enforce-
mentof standards of weights and
measures and regulates trade
based on these measures, does

not recognise IST as the legal
time of the country.

The Tatkal ticketing system of
Indian Railways is one way of
explaining why India needs a
legal synchronised time. If the
railways is using IST sourced
from NPL and a customer’s
phoneisusingnetwork time, the
lack of synchronisation between
thetwo could meannoticketsleft
for the customer when she logs
in.

“We are pushing for nation,
one time, so there is only one
source of Indian Standard
Time,” Agarwal added.

Currently, the Indian Space
Research Organisation, the
Indian Air Force, airports and
several banks use IST generated
by NPL.

Before amending the Legal
Metrology Act to include IST,
adequate infrastructure will
havetobe putin place todissemi-
nate the time. On Wednesday,
NPLsigned an MoU with Hyder-
abad -based IFR Information
Dissemination Services, which
hasapartnership witha German
company, Europaische Funk-
Rundsteuerung, todisseminate
IST through two radio towers
that will cover the whole coun-
try. The towers are likely to
comeupinaboutthreeyearsand
will costabout R200 crore.

NPL says it is particularly
worried that telcos do not use
IST generated by NPL. “Despite
disseminating IST free of cost,
almost all telecom service pro-
vidersandinternet service pro-
vidersareutilisingthe NTP serv-
ers synchronized to National
Institutes of Standards and
Technology, US,” Aswal said.

The Centre hasallocated R100
crore to the Ministry of Con-
sumer Affairs, the ministry
responsible for implementing
the Legal Metrology Act, over
three years for implementing
time dissemination services.

Electricity to get
cheaper for
households
consuming more
power

Those with a load between
2kW and 5kW will pay Rs 140,
instead of the current charge of
Rs 35. Between 5kW and 15kW,
the charge will be Rs 175. At
present, people pay Rs 45in this
category.

Delhi has over 5.8 million
power consumers, of which 4.7
million are domestic users.
About 2.7 million domestic con-
sumershaveasanctionedload of
upto2kW.

Thefixed chargeisunlikelyto
affect most consumers as the
powerregulator did adownward
revision of energy charges ran-
gingfrom .8 paisetoRe1.45a unit.

Energy charge is the variable
part of an electricity bill as it
depends on the number of units
consumed.

DERC member BP Singh said
therevised order will help liqui-
date a part of the Rs 7,833 crore
revenue gap of power discoms.
Apart from the 3.8% surcharge,
DERC levies another 8% sur-
charge on every bill to cover up
therevenue gap.

In its previous tariff order
announced in August 2017, the
DERChadmadetheonly change
of introducing the 3.7% sur-
charge.

“The new order has been
drafted ina way that consumers
will see their bills godown during
thesummer. Butduring winters,
when consumption is low, it
could pinch abit,” Singh said.

Also, consumers getting a
Delhi government subsidy will
have to pay a bit more, he said.
The government providesasub-
sidy of Rs 2 and Rs 2.97 to those
who consume 0-200 unitsand 201-
400 unitsrespectively.

Singh explained that if some-
onewithasanctionedload of 2k W
uses 100 units after the tariffhike,
her subsidized bill will go upfrom
about Rs 313 to around Rs 431 a
month.

Still, people can gain. “Ifa con-
sumer has a sanctioned load of
2kW and is consuming 400 units,
he will gain the most out of all
slabs with a saving of over24% a
month, including the subsidy and
surcharges. From Rs 1,380, the
bill will go down to Rs 1,043 a
month,” said a Delhi government
official, who doesn’t wish to be
named.

Inthenon-subsidy category, if
someone consumes 525 unitsand
has a sanctioned load of 5kW he
would be paying Rs 3,484amonth,
instead of Rs 3,583 under the exist-
ingtariff, Singh said.

Explaining the reason for
increasing fixed costs, he said it
was donetoplugpower theft that
putsanadditional burden of10%
on tarifforders currently.

According to him, the move
will help keep bulk consumers
intact within the city’s distribu-
tionnetwork. “Because untilnow
wehad suchlow fixed costs, bulk
consumers like the railways
moved out. Distribution compa-
nies, in such cases, have to pay
fixed costs to generation and
transmission companies, which
in turn reflect in consumer tar-
iffs. This will reduce now,” he
said.

Government to
sell 76% stake in
Air India

According to the Eol docu-
mentreleased by the ministry of
civil aviation, potential buyers
need to have a minimum net
worth of 5,000 crore and should
havereported a profit after taxin

Himendra Nath Varma

Passed away on 25th March 2018
leaving behind fond memories, and an

A prayer meeting will be held on
Sunday, 1st April from 4 to 6 pm at the
Chinmaya Mission Auditorium, 89,

Mamta Varma, Sujata Varma, Mandira Varma, Nitin Garg and
members of the extended Varma family

enduring legacy.

Lodhi Road, New Delhi.

Grief Sticken

Karan - Bhawna Anand ( Son & Daughter-in-Law)
Rakhi - Amit Kaicker ( Daughter & Son-in-Law)
Anands, Sahnis, Kapurs, Anejas, Kaickers

With profound grief we inform the sad
demise of our beloved father

MR. ANIL ANAND

(S/o Lt. Shri Hans Raj Anand)
on 26th March 2018.

UTHALA will be held on Thursday,
29th March, 2018 from 3.00 pm to 4.00 pm
at Gangeshwar Dham Mandir, Ajmal Khan

Park, Karol Bagh, New Delhi- 110005.

Kukson Travel India
9810038569

REMEMBRANCE

Shri Anil Malhotra
16-11-1954 to 29-03-2017

A tribute to a
great visionary...
Those we love don't go away,

They walk beside us everyday,
unseen, unheard, but always near,

still loved, still missed and very dear.

In remembrance

Family and Staff - Malhotra Group

UTHALA

e

With profound grief we inform the sad demise of
our beloved mother
Smt. Ved Rani Gupta
(W/o Late Shri J K Gupta)

on 27-03-2018.

UTHALA will be held at

Baba Natha Singh Vatika,
Punjabi Bagh West, New Delhi 110026

on Friday, 30-03-2018,
from 1 to 2 pm.

Sons & Daughters In Law

Anil - Manju Gupta
Sunil - Sudha Gupta
Arun - Neelam Gupta

Grand Sons &
Grand Daughters In Law

Sahil - Anchal Gupta
Amit - Swati Gupta

Grand Daughters &
Grand Sons In Law

Nidhi - Ankur Agarwal

Shikha - Mayank Jain
Richa - Sahil Gupta

Great Grand Children
Arnav, Vivaan, Rhyan, Tanaira, Mahika, Siddhansh

Late Meg. Shaeti Gaftesls
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New Delhi - 110049

With profound grief we inform that our beloved

Shri Surender Mohan Khanna
left for his heavenly abode on 26 March’18
PRAYER MEETING
g
iy -

will be held on Thursday, 29 March’18

Defence Colony, New Delhi

Ph: 26257312; (M) 9810054858

Samaj Mandir, C Block,

between 4-5pm.
Kiran & M M Khanna
Boba & Sid Khanna
Saroj & Harish Kapoor
Khanna family

lﬁ “A great soul concluded his journey of this world & transcene!edﬁl

PRAYER

K.L. KHERA (Brother)
RENU KAKAR - Chief Trustee

VK BINDAL - General Secretary
CHANDER PRAKASH - Trustee

to the next ... he shall live in all our hearts forever”
Hon'ble Shri H.L. KHERA

(Chairman of Paramhans Prakashvati Mehta Trust,Delhi)

Will be held at Shri Raghunath Mandir,
Amar Colony, Lajpat Nagar-1V, New Delhi- 110024
On Thursday, 29th March 2018, 3PM - 4PM
9810711441, 9811609999

ASHWINI NIJHAWAN - President

MEETING

RAJ KHERA (Bhabhi)
KC SHARMA - Trustee
SANJAY VERMA - Trustee
UN SHARMA - Trustee
MM KHANNA - Trustee
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three of the five previous years.
It also allows companies with
negative net worth to submit a
bid, aslong as they arein a con-
sortium which satisfies the net
worth and other requirements.

The highest bidder will have
to remain invested in the com-
pany for three years before any
stake sale, except for a compul-
sory listingof Air India. The gov-
ernment will also offer a propor-
tionatestakeintheeventuallist-
ingprocess aimed at making the
company a widely held onetothe
extent possible. The govern-
ment’sresidual stakesalein Air
Indiain the market willnotbea
block sale, said the document.

AirIndia, whichreportedaRs
5,765 crore loss in 2016-17, has
been struggling amid intense
competition from airlines such
asIndiGoand Jet Airways.

Full foreign ownership is
allowed in Indian airlines
although overseas carrierscan’t
buy more than a49% stake. The
government has already
exempted potential Air India
investorsfrom the marketregu-
lator’stakeover code, which pre-
scribes an open offer in case of
acquisitions beyond 26%.

Finance minister Arun Jait-
ley, in his February budget
speech for 2018-19, said the gov-
ernment has initiated the proc-
essof strategic disinvestmentin
24 state-run companies includ-
ing Air India.

Prior to the sale, Air India’s
other arms such as Air India
Engineering Services, Air India
Air Transport Services, Airline
Allied Services and Hotel Corp.
of India will be transferred to
another holding company. Car-
ried-forward business losses of
around Rs32,194 crore and unab-
sorbed depreciation of around
Rs31,805 crore in Air India are
likely to give the benefit of
reduced tax liability to the com-
panyinthefuture, EY, thetrans-
action adviser for the sale, saidin
theinformation memorandum.

Pregnancy

“The MS will ascertain her
willingness to have the preg-
nancy terminated and most
importantly whether, in terms of
the Medical Termination of Preg-
nancy Act, it is safe for her and
advisablemedically for her preg-
nancy tobeterminated,”itadded.

Thepetitioner’s counsel Kam-
lesh Kumar Mishra argued that
the man was being punished
unfairly. “When twoadolescents
decide to get married and stay
together, should they be pun-
ished forthat? When thelaw can
be amended for juveniles to be
treated asadults when they com-
mitany crime, should anadoles-
cent, whodecidestomarry, benot
treatedasadult”.

The two had allegedly got
“married” (which is not recog-
nised by law since sheisbelow 18
years of age) after they fled from
Delhito West Bengal.

Rahul Mehra, the counsel for
thestateinthe case,said thatthe
girl was a minor and her will in
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allegedly eloping withaman did
notmatter. Hesaid thatifthe girl
waswillingtoabort thefetus, the
law should takeits course.

Thegirl,aClass X student, had
written to the Delhi Police com-
missioner on February 21 giving
reasons why she had run away.
She wrote that a neighbour was
routinely harassingher and that
when she complained to her par-
ents, they hit her instead of con-
fronting the neighbour.

Shefurther wrotethaton Octo-
ber7,2017, whileshe wasaloneat
her house, the neighbour
attempted torape her, following
which shefled with her friend to
West Bengal, got “married” ata
templein Kolkata, and returned
toDelhiin February on thelocal
police’sadvice.

When the man and the girl
were produced in the high court,
sherefused toreturn to her par-
ents and was sent to a shelter
home.

Later, the parents moved an
application seekingher custody,
which was granted on March 22,
the day it was revealed that she
was three months pregnant.

“Itismade clear thatif, in the
opinion of the Medical Board,
there should be no delay in the
termination of the pregnancy and
they finditsafe toproceed todoso
with the consent of the girl, then
allarrangementsshould be made
forthwith for that purpose with-
out awaiting further directions
from the Court,” the bench said.

Kurien

The usual practice has been
thatwhiletheruling party getsits
nominee into the speaker’s or
chairperson’s post, nominees
from the opposition camp become
deputy speaker and deputy chair-
person. When the United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA) came to
power in 2004, BJP’s Charanjit
Singh Athwal became deputy
speaker and , in 2009, Karia
Munda occupied the position.

Aseniorpolitical functionary
pointed out that in the Rajya
Sabha, the Congress has fre-
quently opted tokeepboth posts.
“Thereisastrongpossibility that
the BJP willnegotiate with other
partiestoputupanon-Congress,
non-BJP candidate. Remember,
itdenied Congressthe Lok Sabha
deputy Speaker’s postin 2014and
gaveittothe ATADMK (All India
AnnaDravidaMunnetraKazha-
gam),” hesaid.

Oppositionleadersalsosayhe
BJP would try tocement ties with
allies and other friendly parties
ahead ofthe2019general election
and the deputy chairman’s elec-
tion could provideitonesuchan
opportunity. “Givingthe deputy
Speaker’sseattoM. Thambidurai
wasa clear message of friendship
with the ATADMK. It needed
ATADMK’s help in Rajya Sabha
and also for future ties in Tamil
Nadu. Similarly, the BJP will
look at the political opportunity
while electing someone in the
Rajya Sabha deputy chairper-
son’soffice,” the BJPleader cited
abovesaid.

UNFORGETTABLES

To Live With Pain. Mi

Smt Baldevi Rakheja
29-March-16

Patta  Tuta Daal
Le Gayi Pavan
Bichde K Koi Kab Mile,
Koi Kaha Na Jaaye
Time Doesn't Heal Anything;
It Just Teaches Us How
You Both Al With

Se,
Udaaye

Silent Tears. Deeply Mourned By Your Family

Dr. Deshbandhu Rai, Grand Children M : 9990111475’

In Loving Memory of
Sh. Tilak Raj Chopra
6th Death Anniversary

Six years have passed since
you left us. We continue to
feel your presence with us.
Every moment we miss you.
Harish, Indu, Vijay, Kamna,
Sanjeev, Komal, Priti.

Priya & Shikha.

In Loving Memory of
SUMEDHA
13.03.1979 - 29.03.2008

We all miss you every moment.
You will always remain deep
in our hearts. Deeply missed &

remembered by: Pardeep
Kandhari (Father), Neelu
Kandhari (Mother), Rajat,

(Granddaughter).

MRS JATINDER KAUR
(RANI)
(06.05.1953-29.03.2012)

Your memories and blessings
keep us moving forward
every day. KS Gujral-
Husband, Manik & Prateek-
Sons, Gurvisha- Daughter-
in-law and Jasvika

law),

Ravinder & Vandana (Son & Daughter-in-law), Vipul
(Son), Monika & Dharmender (Daughter & Son-in-
Pranaey, Kushagra & Vanshika (Grand
Children) M: 9810077859, 9811046253, 9899040507.

In Loving Memory of
Late Smt. Omlata Yadav
W/o Sh. Ramesh Yadav

A simple noble soul whose life
was full of love, sincerity and
determination. We owe our
today and tomorrow to your
noble thoughts and invaluable
guidance. Remembered by:



Kasera
Hervorheben
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